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DEDICATION

The dedication of this book is to my brothers and sisters andmy grandchildren. I owe the

writing of this book to my brother Bill, whose constant encouragement and suggestions after

readingLivingoodandRaulston’sbook, “Sequatchie“, describing the longvalley west of

Chattanooga, suggested I write ahistory of HogJaw Valley which is just southof Sequatchie

Valley, on the opposite side of the Tennessee River.

It is mywish that our grandchildrenandyours wil l enjoy readingof the “good ole days”

recordedherein. Likemine,yours may say, “ I ’ve heardall that a thousand times.”
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FOREWORD

History ismore than informationfound in library books, court documents, old newspapers,

and on internetweb servers. It also exists asmental images recorded frompersonal observations

and family stories. It is humanconsciousness and one’s life on earth spent roaming small valleys,

climbing surroundingmountains, and observing flow of everyday events. It is the bits and pieces

all the way from childhood to the golden years.

Jackson County nativeJohnB. GordonHembree,Jr. knows the meaningof “Place” in

Southernhistory.His childhood “Place” was HogJaw Valley that lies betweenthe eastern edge of

the Tennessee River and the base of SandMountain in the northeastern sectionof Jackson

County, Alabama.

The illustrious Mr.Hembree has spent innumerable hours recordingand describing the

families, events and landmarks that makeHogJaw Valley unique.He is aprescient writer who

has recorded local history that will take many readers back to another era and introduce others to a

landandpeople who did not deserve to beforgotten.

Asa charter member of the Jackson County Historical Association (founded in 1975),

[heartily recommendJohn B. GordonHembree,Jr.’s book to individuals aswell aspublic and

university libraries.

Ann Chambless
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INTRODUCTION

To understandmy valley, one needs to think back withmemillions of years, to the

formation of the Earth's crust. With your mind,picture achain of brokenand irregularmountains

running from ourNewYork area down the eastern coast to the Coastal Plains of Alabama and

other Southern States.

Most of these mountains were inland several miles from the Atlantic shoreline. In these

mountains, excessive rainfall must drain in some direction. Rivers provide this drainage; they are

the Hiwassee, the Yellow River, the Holston,and the Little Tennessee. The last two rivers form

the mighty Tennessee Riverwhich pours into the Ohio Riverand finally into the great Mississippi

River before it empties into the Gulfof Mexico at NewOrleans.

This complex of rivers and

mountains creates thousands of valleys,

coves, creeks, in addition, richbottomlands

along river and creek banks. The mountains

take on different names suchasSand

Mountain, Monteagle,Raccoon, Lookout,

and Summerhouse, to namejust a few in our

area. A l l the coves have different names asdo the valleys. “My Valley,My Home”,HogJaw

Valley, is just one of the hundreds.

Now,pleasejoin mefor “A Walk Up HogJaw Valley” asit was during the 1920s, 1930s

and early 1940swhen I was growing up in the Valley.

If we start at IslandCreek, the extreme south end of HogJaw Valley, the most notable

feature would bea steel skeleton for aplannedbridgeover IslandCreek.
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were here, and it was the school bus stop for children living in the cove attending Long Island

School. The schoolchildrenhad to walk the half-mile trail over the ridge to “catch the bus”. The

old trail over the ridge is still visible; however, the walnut tree is gone.

About aquarter mile still farther was the crossing point for the ferry over the Tennessee

River. It was called Reese’s Ferry,probably for James Reesewho purchasedCherokee landat

auctionwhen it was sold by the state in 1843.The ferry was at the southern tip of a long island,

seven miles long, in the Tennessee River. The ferry was operated by various people until the

1950swhen the county assumed operation. The large limestonebluff there shows signs that it was

once quarried for limestone rocks. It is obvious that rock could beeasily loadedonto abarge from

this site. The distance between the river and the mountain is only a few yards.

The Pierce Coal mines,operating at the top of Sand Mountainselected this site to terminate

their tramline down the mountain. The coal was then dumped intowaiting barges. In Stafford

Burney’s “Table of Steamboat Landing”, published in 1880,he lists the Piercemines asone of the

stops.

Just beyondthe ferry, the road

turns away from the river to run along

the mountainside and at the top of the

first rise, aprominent log roadbegins up

the mountainside. This logroad is part

of the “Kettle Rock Trail” which extends

over the ridge into Gibson’s Cove. It

was usedasa logging road,of course, and the TVA then used it extensively in building power

transmission lines up SandMountainabove the ferry. It was named the “Kettle Rock Trail”

10
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There were two other houses in the area.

For water, our family and the Metcalf’s

shared the “spout”. The spout hadwater

flowing froma cast ironpipe buried in a

spring some 800 feet up on the

mountainside. The pipe pouredwater into

a large wooden trough designed to

Neighbors, Mr. WillMetcalf, andhis wife, Mrs. BettyMetcalf.
To usthey were affectionately called, “Ma Calf” and “Pa Calf”. provide water to pass ing teams of

horses and people. Just above the

spout wasa flat area that was the

community’s “wash place” for family

laundry and the site for hogkilling late

each fall.

The roadcontinued along the edge of

the mountain, but asthe Valley

Watering trough and “spout” onCo. Rd. 677 atthe Hembree narrowed, the roadcrossed “Glover
homeplace.

Branch” where it followed the edge

of Carpenter Ridge up the Valley.

Just asthe roadcrossed the Glover Branch,a house occupied by Mrs. RubyGlover was in

the level spot at the foot of the ridge,just beyond the road. The house no longer exists. Beyond

Mrs. Glover’s house were two houses, farther up on the ridge, Kurt Gothard andhis family lived

in one of the houses. Kurt’s daughter, Betty, was aclassmate of mine atBridgeport High School.

Her brothers were Warren andBill.

12
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Bart Stokes and his family livedalong the extension to Moore’s Spring in the “Ladd

House”mentioned in the Civil War account. One man’s death occurred in the skirmish there.

The old roadcontinued over Carpenter Ridge toward the Long IslandCommunity. Claude

Reynolds and his family lived at the eastern foot of the ridge. There were two houses on the west

side of Carpenter Ridgebefore reachingLong Island.The old roadended at a site where the three‑

room schoolhouse was built in 1928.There it intersectedwith a road that ran fromLong Island

community over the ridge and up Sand Mountainto the community of Bryant. It is now Country

Road93 andextends west to the Tennessee/ Alabama state line and into SouthPittsburg,

Tennessee.

Later, HogJaw Valley road (County Road91) was extended from Harris Chapel, past the

Reynolds’ House then intersectedwith the Long Islandto Bryant road. It continued to the end of

the valley and the Tennessee state line.

Beyond the crossroads at the intersectionof county roads 91and 93, there were very few

homes in the 1930sand 1940sasthis uplandsupported limited farming. At the current time,

numerous families live there andcommute to Chattanooga, South Pittsburg, and Jasper,

Tennessee, for employment.

As I was contemplating the writing of this book, I did not realize the many influences that

would necessitate covering the geological formation aswell asthe historical and social aspects of

“My Valley, My Home”. It is my hope that the chapters that follow will inspire you, the reader, to

explore history asit evolves in your life.
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of the cave.

To understandthis “Gardenof Eden” which attracted these aborigine people, onemust

think back eons of time to the formation of the earth’s crust. The formation of the broken

mountain ranges extending along the east coast intoCentral Alabama created the need for rivers

and creeks to drain the rainfall of this area. The mountains, valleys, cove and creeks fed the water

to larger and still larger rivers.

Much later, the first pioneers moving into east Tennessee would give them names like

Holston,Clinch, FrenchBroad,or Little Tennessee. They usednames sounding like the names

Indians called them or names that would remind themof the home they left behind.

These smaller rivers would flow into larger rivers such asthe Tennessee andMississippi

which carried the excess water into the Gulfof Mexico. These rivers were not only needed for

carrying excess water, but for the pioneers it was the preferred route for travel into this “Garden of

Eden”. The other route available to them was amore hazardous route, the ancient Indiantrails.

These rivers carried something else especially during spring floods. Pioneerswere

attracted to this landbecause of rumors of cheap, richbottomland, great for farming. When the

floods came, they were really “backwaters” because asthe river filled with water, the creeks

backed upover the low landand covered the cultivated fields. As these waters receded, they left

behindadeposit of top soils carried from eroded topsoil up stream.

(Author’s note: Before the TVA dams of the 1930sand1940s to controlflooding, I have

seen wagon tracks along the river roadat theferry site (nowCounty Road91) asdeep as

10-12 inches. Wecalled it mud, but it was actually top soilfrom upstream leftby the

recedingwater. In the cultivatedfieldsalong the riverbank, weneededto go into thefields

andremove logs, stumps, anddebris leftbyrecedingwater before springplowing.
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the valley. Whenviewed from above, one can imagine the openmouthof ahog.

Local legend is that aman stood atop “Porter's Bluff ’ on SandMountain looking into the

narrow valley belowand said, “That valley looksjust like ahog’s jaw ...”, hence, “Hog Jaw

Valley”. Porter’sBluffis ahuge sandstone bluffthat overlooks the center of the valley, and is

namedfor the pioneer family that built their homeatop this bluff.
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massacredby the settlers. Of course by 1836-1838,the Indianswere removedWest in the now

famous “Trail of Tears*.

In 1861,the miningof salt peter at Nickajack Cave for the Confederate Army began.

Botharmies would later occupy it during the Civil War conflict. Some interesting stories have

developed asto how “Nickajack” came to bethe name of this famous cave. John Brown in

"Old Frontiers" thinks that “Nickajack” is acorruption of the Cherokee name “Ani-kustaki-yi",

others acknowledge that a free black manby the name of “Jack Civ i l ” who fled to this cave may have

beenthe basis for the name. Wikipedia says Nickajack Cave, formerly called "Tecallassee", near the

site of the former town, may have beenused asahideout and cache by the so-called "Chickamauga"

Cherokee. Its deposits of bat guano were minedby Confederate forces during the Civil War and the

cave became one of the leading sources of saltpeter for the Confederate PowderWorks at Augusta,

Georgia. The road used to transport the material became knownas theNickajack Trail.

“Tecallassee” was near and means “Old Creek Crossing”. Nickajack Cave was along the Great

IndianWarpath identified by William E. Meyer in his book “Indian Trails of the Southeast”.

Three states share acommon boundary site just afew 100yards southeast of this cave.

In 1946,promoters operating under the nameNickajack LaCaverns Inc,offered boat trips

into “sub terrain lakes”, “views of the largest cave openings,” “lectures,” and “strange marine

life”.

Twenty years later in 1964,TVA started another dam on the Tennessee Riverbelow

Nickajack Cave. The TVA hadpurchased the area above the dam,which includedNickajack Cave

and the entrance to it andnamed it Nickajack Dam.As the reservoir filled, flooding the cave, it

was closed to the public. Only the bats get to use it. The Alabama Department of Conservation

lists it asone of the places to view bats; one can watch them fly into and out of the Cave from a
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since saltpeter was the main ingredient of gunpowder. The loss ofNickajack Cave was a

serious blow to the Confederacy.”

Fromthis account, you can understand that extensive damage was done to Nickajack Cave

and any evidence of early cultures that may have occupied the cave was destroyed. It did become a

favorite site for picnickingover many years. Steamboat operators would offer “picnicking tours”
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‘VY___ CHAPTER THREE VY

THE INDIANSOFHOGJAW VALLEY

Cherokee people called the large cave near the Tennessee River “Ani-Kusatiyi”. In their

language, the meaningwas, “Home of the “Kusa” or “Creek” people, sonamed for the tribes that

livedthere. Several villages of the Kusaor Creek tribes occupied this area. The Creek village on

the long island in the Tennessee River,a fewmiles South,was named “Amo- Yeli-Gunhita” in the

Cherokee language. This referred to the actual island in the Tennessee Riverand should not be

confusedwith the community, later named “Long Island”,which was some two miles northeast of

the river.

The large cave was later named “Nickajack Cave” which is locatedabout half-mile east of

HogJaw Valley near the Tennessee andAlabama State line. The cave extends back into Sand

Mountainand its opening is in MarionCounty, Tennessee.

HogJaw Valley and areas,which border the Tennessee River,were the hunting grounds

for these earlier people. They lived in the caves and in primitive shelters usually built along the

riverbanks.

The Creek Nation, composed of many tribes, were forced southward by the Cherokee

people, who in turn were forced from their homes and huntinggrounds by earlier white settlers

moving in from the eastern seaboard.

In the Battle of Horse Shoe Bend in August 1814,near the present city of Tallapoosa,

Alabama, the Creek Nationsurrendered the northernhalfof what is nowAlabama to the United

States. The surrender treaty is knownasthe “Treaty of Fort Jackson”.

By 1830,the UnitedStates Congress hadpassedthe “IndianRemovalAct” which called

for the removal of the FiveCivilizedTribes in the Southeast. These tribes were to be relocated
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widespread through the Appalachian

Mountain area, which includedNorth

Alabama andHogJaw Valley. Significant

in this occupationwas the establishment of

the “Five Lower Towns” by the Cherokee

chief, DraggingCanoe. One of the towns

was on Long Island in the center of the

river opposite HogJaw Valley. Another

town was atNickajack Cave at the head of 2
‘The Five Lower Towns. Map based on#sketch byJohn P. Brown, Old Fronti~

Note: Small dotted line by Long IslandHogJaw Valley. Crow Townwas south of Indian villages and mounds

the valley on the opposite river shore. A fourth town was at the “break” in SandMountain near

Hooker,Georgia, called “RunningWater”. The fifth was on LookoutMountain one mile northof

the town now identified asTrenton, Georgia.

The Cherokee hadobviously forced the Creeks from their occupation of the villages on

Long Island,Nickajack Cave, and perhaps other sites. This may have beenaccomplished by force,

or abandonment by the Creek people.

The Cherokee hadobviously hadan impact on the early settlers of the valley. Dorothy

MooreWilson, in her family book, “One Moore Family,” records that her relative,Margarette

RinkleMoore, was the daughter of anEnglishmananda full-blooded Cherokee woman. Many of

the Moores lived in HogJaw Valley. MargaretteMoore died in 1894 and was buried in Rocky

Springs Cemetery near Bridgeport. Stories similar to this one are common in many families of the

area.

OnDecember29, 1835,the CherokeeNationceded to the State of Alabama all the land
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poles embedded in the ground, and in some cases shell middens. After the poles were erected, the

space betweenwas woven into awall by usingriver cane, a type of bamboo. This was then coated

with clay. The sun bakedthe outside of the wall into ahard coating while the cooking fires inside

the shelter kept the wall hard and firm.

In some places,undisturbedby the plow,portions from these cane walls, or rottedposts,

can still be found.

Artifacts: Wattle andDaub
Indians erectingan abode of Wattle &Daub

from “Tribes That slumber”.
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"Battery Hill" , a sitefor afort to defendthe railroadbridge over the river in the Civil War. (Paint, complements
of highschool students)

Of course, there could have beenmany places for crossing the Tennessee Riverbefore the

numerous dams constructed by the TVA greatly increased the size of the river. Mrs.Metcalf,our

neighbor in the Valley, says she watchedmy grandfather, I.S.Hembree, cross the river at the south

tip of Long Islandmany times in the summer monthswith a wagon and team of horses.

Myers says atrail, called the Great IndianWar and TradingPathor Seneca Trail, ran from

the gulfof Alabama to Newfoundland in Canada. In the Tennessee RiverValley area, hesays the

trail crossed the river first near Guntersville, Alabama and continued to follow the river to the

present Bridgeport area.

In this area, one branchof the trail crossed on the shoals near Bridgeport asLambert says
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C H A P T E R FIVE Y

THE SHELL MOUNDSOFHOGJAW VALLEY

Every farmer who has plowedthe riverbanks along the Tennessee River knows of ashell

mound, some small, some large. They were a nuisance to his plowing, but they represent an

historic symbol of the peoplewho lived there longago.

These mounds were excavated by C. B. Moore in 1915 and by the WPA (Works Progress

Administration) in the 1930sprior to the flooding of the Tennessee River by the TVA. They were

excavated in varying degrees of efficiency for the cultural material left by the early occupants.

The mounds were not the larger mounds built from soil gathered nearbywhich became the

“temple mounds” constructed for religious ceremony or asa tribute toa tribal leader.

John A. Walthall in his book, “Prehistoric Indiansof the Southeast“, says the first

settlements of the shell moundsappeared to have begunduring the middleArchaic Period,6000

to 4000 B.C. The major occupation dates to the lateArchaic Period,approximately 4000 to 1000

B.C.

He says these shell middens were simply accumulated garbage left from bygone days. In

some cases, clay was brought in and spread on the shells asa floor for the crude shelters that were

built there. (DeJarnette, 1952) Several families, usually related, lived there and were probably

buried there.

Walthall says the crude cultural material found in these mounds includedsteatite,

sandstone bowls, and implementsmade from chipped stone, bone or deer antlers. Awls, pins, and

needles were made from shell or bone. The food source for these people was mussels (freshwater

bi-valvemollusks) gathered from the river and creeks. Remember that during this time, the river

andcreeks were shallow and there were shoals,whichmade easy gathering of the mussels. They
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CHAPTER SIX Y
HUNTER-GATHERERTO FOODPRODUCER

Fromthe evidence gleaned atRussellCave by archaeologists, weknow that the aboriginal

people who lived there got their food fromhuntingand scavenging for plants, nuts, and other food

sources such asfish, clams, and snails. These early people lived in the caves, but astheir numbers

grew, later generations built villages along the rivers and creeks andgot muchof their food by

similar methods. However they also raisedcorn, beans and squash near their villages. These were

grown in small plots near their homes to supplement their diet derived fromhuntingand

gathering.

The next occupants of these valleys were our great-great-grandparents, who mostly came

from farming families, and needed to produce their food by farmingmethods.

In HogJaw Valley, these early settlers faced some real challenges. These challenges are

best described byRobertMorganashetells the story of Daniel Boone in his book “Boone: A

Biography“.Hedescribes the challenges of the early pioneer families in clearing river bottoms

along the Yadkin RiverValley of NorthCarolina‐not unlikeHogJaw Valley along the

Tennessee River. Here is his account of those challenges:

“The greatest labor was clearing thefieldsfor corn andother crops. The bottomlands

along the Yadkin were coveredwithgiant sycamores andtulippoplars, 8, ten or

sometimesfourteenfeet in diameter. Wetter groundwas called “maple swamps”, which

were buriedbeneath hugemaple trees andchokingvines andstandingpools of water in

the rainyseason. The onlypracticalsolutionwas to girdle the big trees, hackingrings

aroundthe trunks, cuttingoffthe lifebloodofsap thatflowedunder the bark.fromroo t to

branch tips. Such a deadenedtree, sometimes called “a beltedtree” couldnot‘put out
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a

“The valleys of the Tennessee andthe low level lands lyingalongCrow, Mud, andSauta

Creeks were coveredwith dense cane-brakes, brushwoodandbriarsmattedtogether with

vines; andtowering above al l this were large oak,poplar, gum andother trees, with a

lake or lagoonhere andthere. The ridges andcoves that were borderedby the

Cumberland, Sand, andGunter’sMountainwerefertile andhada luxuriantgrowth of

cane andforest. The mountaintops were better suitedfor the early settler to make his

home or to livewhile hunting, with no undergrowth except tall grass, with treesfar

enough apart that one coulddrive a team andwagonfor miles without a road. Deer were

plentifulandturkeys were numerous aschickens at thepresent time. One has described

these mountains asfollows: ‘Themountaina i r sighedthrough the tree tops aspure and

sweet asthe breathof amaiden; squirrelsgambled in theforest trees; turkeys gobbled

andstruttedon the mountains; eagles screamedfrom their loftyperch on towering cliffs;

anddoves cooed.’”

Without agristmill nearby, corn had to becrushed byaheavywoodenpestle ona

hollowedstump, called a "hominy block",asIndiansdid. However,every settlement soon hadat

least one mill turned by a stream, where carved stones with grooves ground the grains intomeal.

Skilledmasons cut the millstones carving the grooves precisely with littlepicks. As millstones

were worn, the grooves hadto be sharpened again with the little picks.
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Mountains. Boats of all types were oftenwrecked there. As the settlers struggled through the

rapids, they were oftenattacked by the Indiantribes livingnearby. In their book, “ In andAround

Bridgeport”,RonaldLee and FlossieCarmichael say that because of the rapids this was not a

favorite route for the early pioneers.

Mrs.Wilsonwrote in her book that her family, theMoore’s, arrived in Alabama while it

was still IndianTerritory probably in 1830and 1831. She goes on to say that, strictly speaking it

would have beenprior to February 27, 1819,when a treaty was signed by the government and the

Cherokee Indiantribes that occupied this area. In this treaty, the Cherokee tribes ceded all their

landnorthand west of the Tennessee River to the United States.

The Moore family landedon the northand west side of the river at a placewhere the town

of Bridgeport would later develop. The Senior Moore purchased the landand the deed was

recorded in 1831. Likemany early families, they may have lived in the area several years before

the official recordingcould bemade.

William Moore Sr. later sold all of his landto the city of Bridgeport for $1.75 per acre.

The spot where he landedwas called “Jonesville” but later was namedasthe city of Bridgeport.

Mrs.Wilson gives anexcellent descriptionof the typical flatboat such asthe one her

relative built for his family. Here is her descriptionof the typical flatboat:

“ I t was about 40feet longand12feet wide. They were built with seasonedtimbers. The

hullwas coveredover with split logs called “puncheons”. Thepuncheonswere caulked

with tar to make themwaterproof, necessary since the cargo was stored in the hull. Onthe

deck was a cabin usually equippedwith bunks. Manywere also equippedwith brick

fireplacesfor cookingandheating. Flatboatswere carriedalong bythe current. However,

a longoar was attachedto the stern to get themfrom the shore into the mainstream.
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Brown in his booksays that DraggingCanoemade goodon his boastfor 15years.

DraggingCanoe establishedfivelower towns, one at NickajackCave andanother on the

long islandin the Tennessee River, bothadjacent to HogJaw Valley. The other three were

at Running Water Creek, LookoutMountain, andCrow Creek, which was againsouth of

HogJaw Valley.

In 1785, BallantineSevier with a contingent of men traveleddown the Tennessee River

andlandedat a site that is nowSouth Pittsburgh, Tennessee, just north andwest of Hog

Jaw Valley, to establish afort with the idea of afuture settlement. DraggingCanoe would

have none of it andplacedthem under siege. The settlement was soon abandoned.

The conflict ragedonfor manyyears with Indianraids andretaliation raidsfrom the

settlers until 1838when the CherokeeNationwas removedbyforce to the “other side of

the MississippiRiver”. The sadtale of this removalwas told byJohn P. Brown in “Old

Frontiers”, Jerry Ellis in “Walking the Trail”, andbymanyothers who recount “The

Trail of Tears”.

Not only was travel by flatboat a great hazard for the settlers of that era, the threat of attack

from Indianswas just around the next bendof the river or along awooded trail. As many

historians have noted, the courage of women to uproot their homes, leave their families, and face

the hardships of frontier living is forever a tribute to pioneer women of these early days.
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December2008 magazine called “The Tennessee Cooperator”. Villine tells of the reenactment of

a 1000mile boat trip down the MississippiRiver,a trip designed to honor Abe Lincolnon the

anniversary of his 200" birthday. The story is entitled, “ In the Wake of Abe”. He said, “A replica

of an 1820-era flatboat was floated down the Mississippi Riverpilotedby 19year-old Abe

Lincoln in 1828.

At the time, “Commercial flatboats were loadedwith dry goods, livestock,and frontier

merchandise. Flatboat operators traded and bartered their way down the massive river.”

The pilot, Capt. BobCherry said, “I ’m basically pushing abox through the water.” He

goes on to say of the early river-men, “They were at the mercy of the river, halfof the time, front

was in the back, and back was in the front, and they were bouncing o f fstuffcontinuously.”

“Whiskey, pork and flour were the most generally desired products in the cotton sections,”

according to Dr.Abernathy.

Onthe Tennessee River, two significant obstructions were known to restrict all river

traffic. One was the “Sucks” below Chattanooga, and the other, probablymore severe, were the

shoals atMuscle Shoals,Alabama. Duringdry seasons, the shoals could not be passed and

portage for any goods being transported was required.

In the 1930s,dams built by the TVA would raise the water level significantly, which

essentially eliminated these two obstructions. Earlier dams anda canal to by-pass the shoals were

options considered to minimize the obstructions.

In HogJaw Valley, themapwhich shows the site of “Hembree’s Landing”, is also the site

knownas“Moss Landing’. CousinJoJohnWilliams who lives below IslandCreek says the

“Moss Landing” site was a local commercial trading point. Corn andcottonwere obviously

shipped fromhere, and flour andwhiskey may havebeenunloaded. Flatboats and keelboats
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°___ CHAPTER NINE VY

THE HISTORYOFLONGISLAND

First knownas“Carpenter” for a family fromArkansas who settled there, JohnRobert

Kennamer’s book “History of JacksonCounty”, 1935,tells us that it was the first stop in Alabama

along the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. LouisRailway (NC& St. L) after leaving Chattanooga.

He goes on to say the US Postal Service namedthe post office Long Island.An early roadmap in

the Alabama State Archives shows them astwo separate locations,but close. State records,

newspapers, county records, andmost local people all referred to the area as“Carpenter”. Over

time, the community was knownonly as“Long Island”.

Local people generally divided the northern part of the Jackson County astwo local areas.

HogJaw Valley was at the lower end of the Valley divided by a large forested ridge. The upper

end of the Valley was referred to as“Turnip SaladValley” divided byCounty Road 93, which

went from Long Island to Bryant.

One piece of Civil War correspondence refers to “Turnip Salad Valley”. The Long Island

community or sometimes “Carpenter” was the area west of the ridge surrounding the depot and

the new school (after 1928).

The people who livedbeyond Long Island in the large crook created by the Tennessee

Riverwere knownaspeoplewho lived in the, “Bend of the River”. This community is nowNew

Hope,Tennessee. In the 1930s,many of the young people attending LongIslandSchool were

from this area.

Roulstonand Livingood in their book, “Sequatchie” extends the Valley, for which their

book is named,well into Alabama. They includeasfar asGuntersville. This would include Long

Island,Bridgeport, Scottsboro, andHogJaw Valley. Local peoplemakea finer distinction asto
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This 1912 RandMcNallymapshows Long IslandandCarpenter as two locations alongSouthern

Railway, now N.C. & St.L. “Dry Creek” is now IslandCreek. The reference to the valley containing

Bridgeport andStevenson is shownas “Browns Valley”. (AlabamaStateArchives)

+

Below: A ticket to Bridgeport. (Courtesy of Dennis Lambert)
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1842 and were gradual over the next 30 or more years. Early purchases were made by Andrew

Horn (1842),George H Dougherty (1842), BenjaminHembree (1842),Moses H. Glasscock

(1842), Spencer Glasscock (1842), James D. Harris (1842), James M. Reese (1843),William

Smith (1843), Henry Hulvey (1844),WilliamMoore (1844),WilliamMcFarland (1845),David

Reese (1845), DavidHill (1845),WilliamMooreJr. (1846), Constantine Ladd (1846),Joel B

Arendale (1846), Samuel James (1849),PleasantHil l (1849).

James Howard in 1850 while attending school in HogJaw Valley names his boyhood

acquaintances asPrices,Glasscocks,Piburns/Pyburns,Moores, Cunninghams, Hembrees,and

Choates. These young people obviously came from the families of early settlers in the Valley.

Howard’s parents were Joshua andMarenaMcClusky who were married in the Valley in 1835.

Kennamer says Carpenter (knownasCarpenter Station and later called Long Island)was

named for the Carpenter family who hadmoved from Arkansas and settled there. He goes on to

say that William Christian made large purchases of land in the Valley in the mid 1800’swas the

grandfather of Dr. S.H. James, Dr. C. L. James, andMrs. C. H. Bynumwho became prominent

members of the community.

We know that Clement Clay Taylor, owner of Taylor’s Store, his son, Reuben, and their

families lived in the Carpenter community in the late 1850sandmid 1860s.DewittWhiting and

DavidThroup were postmasters in the late 1860s aswas James R. Johnson. In the 1870sBayliss

E. LaddandMrs. Angie Throup were postmasters. The James brothers,Meredithand Charles,

were postmasters until 1905.The Roulstonbrothers hadthe general store in Carpenter around

1913 andWilliam P. Roulstonwas designated “Postmaster” until 1916.John O. Beane served

during 1918 whenMeredithBynumwas actingpostmaster. The Bynum’s have served in the Long

IslandCommunity for many years. Hiswife taught school there and their sons hada large poultry
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~___ CHAPTER ELEVEN ‘VY

FERRIES:OUR CONNECTION TO THE WORLD

For those early inhabitants of the Valley, any connection to the other communities meant

crossing the Tennessee Riveror climbing SandMountain. For the most part, only a footpathwas

available to the traveler who wantedto climb the mountain.

Fording the river was possible in the dry season, at other times the flowing water was too

high for asafe crossing. The answer was a ferry. The earlier ferries were privately ownedand

operated for aprofit. Ferries sprang up along the river ever fewmiles astravel over poor roads by

horse drawn wagon or horse and buggy was very slow.

NonieWebb, Historian for MarionCounty, Tennessee to our north, said that atone time

there were 13ferries along the Tennessee River in her county. Probably the best-known ferry in

the area was Caperton’s Ferryat Stevenson, Alabamajust south of HogJaw Valley. It is

referencedby several articles and history books of the area, and the crossing there by Civil War

troops is well known.

A fewmiles upstream from Caperton’s Ferry, IslandCreek flows into the Tennessee River

near where the Williams family operated a ferry on the Tennessee River. A ferry was also needed

to cross the creek. It was here that Charlie Colvinwho livednear GibsonCove, operated the

IslandCreek Ferry.

Glenda Bruffof Oakland, Tennessee says a family story relates that Colvinbought the

Reese (Bridgeport) Ferry about 1928.The “National Registerof Historic Places” records that he

owneda ferry in partnership with Virgil Bryant from 1938-1941.Colvinnamed the tugboat for the

ferry barge, “EvelynC” for Mr. Colvin’s eldest daughter. EvelynColvinHaggardwas Glenda

Bruff’smother and aclassmate of mine at Long IslandSchool.
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Thephoto below shows CharlieColvinpropellingthe bargewith oars onto theNorthShoreof IslandCreek.
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J. R. Kennamer’s “History of Jackson County” says Captain

Rufus Jordan organized his First Alabama Vidette

Calvary, aUnioncompany, in HogJaw Valley,

againprobably at Taylor’s Store.

WhenAlabama and other southern states

seceded from theUnion in 1861, loyalty to their state compelled many

Southernmen to join the Confederacy. As the war continued, HogJaw Valley was literally caught

in the middle. Union forces were movingeast from successful campaigns in middle Tennessee in

the area of Nashville and Stones Riverat Murfreesboro. General Braggandhis Confederate forces

were entrenched in Chattanooga to defend the vital rail center there and the critical terrain around

Chattanooga.

In recording from the “Reminisces” of ElizabethPauline Heymon,who was born in 1843,

Mrs. ElizabethB. Woodall in her book “The Stevenson Story” says Mrs.Heymonrecalls events

from her younger years during the Civil War this way:

“After the Battle ofMurfreesboro, GeneralBraggfell back andestablishedhis

Headquarters at Chattanooga. GeneralRosecran’sforcesfollowing in his wake soon had

their camps scattered throughout the Northernsections ofAlabama. The Tennessee River

was then the dividing line between the opposing armies.

Our house wasjust a halfmilefrom theferry, andwithin the Yankees camps. Often

they searchedthe housefor concealedarms, saying they hadorders to that effect, but it

seemedto us that their orders, (ifthey hadany), werefor the appropriation of articles of
jewelry andsilverware. They would leave the rooms with their contents thrown al l over

thefloor. ‘Anicejob of workfor the Ladies’, they would laughandsay to each other.
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valley andbivouackedat Moore'sSpring two miles north of our house. Fromthis site, the

troopspushedandpulledtheir gun carriages, supply wagons andequipment directly up

andover SandMountain.)

Here’swhat UnionGeneral John Beattywrote on September 3, 1863: “Wemoved from

Moore’s Spring on the Tennessee River in the

morningand after laboringall day advanced less

than one mile and aquarter. We were ascending

SandMountain; many of our wagons did no t

reachthe summit.”

MajorPhil Sheridan datelined his letter

to Union Brigadier General Garfield as“Big

Spring (Moore’s Spring) HogJaw Valley,
M o o r e ' s S p r i n g

September 4, 1863 as follows:

“I crossedthe river with allmywagonsyesterday afternoon, andwent into camp at this

place. Iw i l lbedelayedherefor some time byGeneralNegley’s wagons. There is still a

large number to go up the mountain.”

P. H. Sheridan, Major-General

(Author'sNote: The oldroadbed, cut some 6-8feet deep, can still beobservedabout 50

feetjust offthe lowest “ V ” of County Road93, as i t goes up SandMounta in , Sand

Mountain is about 1,000feet elevation andprobably one anda halfmiles by road. The

troops continuedover SandMountainand into Lookout Valley with LookoutMountain

still aheadof them. These men andthousands of Confederate Troops were to becomepart

of agreat Civil War conflictknownas the Battle of Chickamauga,fought in September

60

|:



19

“8661‘YOMspoo,y“qfUsAergAq,sassouua],UT

SOIUNTYXIOYL,,Wostadedyxouay}uodeway]“eIB10aHUlyoorDeSneweyoIyDSuopeSoy

SemBSNBUIEYOIYDJOaeWwoIHoy],“UleMOY|NoYoopur‘AayjeA,MoyooT]‘ureyMoPYpueg

“IOANYSassouus|OY}possosdJOYOOH“pazaygySt,.PvorieyeSooueyeyDpurayflaysen,,oy)soy

dewoy}uostAatjeAmerSop“vareeZoouRyLYDay)papuayapso010,4alelopayuo|Doy}pue38vig

UO}XBIG[BISUSH“UOsUdAaSpueOdaspligyealamSo10JUOIUL)ay}pukJayxOOH[eIaUEH

«UaIpTTyopoueydio

puesmopimAuwuratomo1ayypure“paddya1aMSaak]g‘pastessIouLeZsBurypAng0}AJUNODay)UT

ASUOWOUSEMdIDY],‘a[P1BurA]a9Mspur]oy],“dnuso}semAJuNODay],‘posueyopeysuonrpuos

“eureqeTyposed|UOYA\,,“TEMypJoyeAo][eAOY}0}pouMjoroYUdyUONAIESgosty)oper

‘KoleMelOHUIPaar]OYMIBAA[IAIDOY}ULJOIP[osWSOkB‘premo}]UOLeYysourer

“PIeyoy)WoysieaSuNsvorpue

‘suayoryo‘sdoySuT[ea}spopI0daIBareOY}UTPSUONEISSIOIP]OS[e19pa,JJOSaLIRIC]‘aIpuogvUt

S[f1Douayay}powingUsy}pueQUIDay}WO,WOdpuke‘sudyIYd‘Y90}SaAT]YOO}spa.jsy],‘sdoon

[eapagJOspuesnoyyoyJospueyoy}yeodeueppurSasso]JoyJemoY}JoyeapeULATTUETJOY

WIP[OBPayoRssqeUOSTIA\“SIP[.,PIPOUOJoYIOay}aye}},UPIPAtuTeouyey,‘plesJoWeUUy,

“UWEAoypeaoyJosuazny19uopaXaidsoreyoqJos1a1pjospure‘s1oyrasap‘sopeBousy

“IOAN

dessouute|oy}pouuedsyey)oSpliqpeosyresoy}JOA0ATpaiqnopunpur‘esnoyyJOA0{Hoy}‘osnoEy

PPPTaU}JePoLINd90SOYSTULITYS[[PUIG*PIpIOAeJOU19MJEMJOSoBeAvIoyInqAaTTeAoy}JO

JSAMPUPJSBaPALINdDOJey}SapyeqJeo1Say}Paploaesavy0}euNYOJsemAoTTeAMErSOFT

Ce98r

dn

ayy



a> > Union “}C i = = >sme Confederate]

andcrossedthe Tennessee Riverby barge, bridge,Jerry, andrailroad.

HogJaw Valley was in the middle.
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read Section 3, Township 1,andRange 9.The current owner of the site is Scott Bynumof Long

Island. The site of the old store is on the Southeast side County Road93, just a few feet from the

old depot buildingnear where County Roadcrosses the N.C. & St. L. Railroad.

Civil War officers reportedto have recruitedatTaylor’s Store were Captain PatrickHenry

Ricewho organized his Co. 8 for the Confederacy. Captain Rufus Jordan, recruiting for the Union

organized his first Alabama Vidette Cavalry in 1862 in HogJawValley. It may have beenat

Taylor’s Store. In correspondence August 1863,MajorGeneral George H. Thomas of the 14"

Corp of the U.S. Army orderedGeneral Baird to cross the Tennessee River andmove to Taylor’s

Store, and for GeneralNegley to cross the Tennessee River at Caperton’s Ferry,Stevenson, and

Jerry Blevins says that in April 1861,CaptainWilliam

L. Gordon, brother to Confederate General John B. Gordon,

organized acompany of soldiers at Long Islandoriginally called

the “RaccoonRoughs”,againprobably at Taylor’s Store.

Taylor’s Store was not only a site for enlistments, but it

was apparently “Central” for all the activities of the Civil War in

NorthAlabama. Jerry Blevins also says that Captain Anderson

Merchant of the Confederate Army inspectedtwo companies of

soldiers in 1862 at Taylor’s Store and found the troops

“acceptable” for Army service. These soldiers hadoriginally

enlisted at Stevenson andLarkinsville,Alabama.

Of the 24 voting precincts designated by the county during the Civil War, Taylor’s store

was number four. The daybook ledger for Taylor’s Store was donated to the Scottsboro-Jackson
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Youwill note that the Tennessee RiverandHogJaw Valley were caught between two giant
armies.

Below is amap of NorthAlabamashowing Taylor's Store. Taylor’s Store at LongIslandbecame
one of the most historic spots in Jackson County during the Civil War.
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deeded it from his 40 acres farmatMoore’s Spring in 1870.DorothyMooreWilson said he

donated it to bury Confederate soldiers and for a chapel. The lateMarionLloyd,historian in

Bridgeport, Alabama believed the chapel and cemetery were named for James D. Harriswho was

aMethodistministerwho preached there in the early 1800s. Harrispurchased Indianland

auctionedby the state of Alabama in 1842.

The original buildingwas on the West side across from the present buildingandwas a log

structure according to Clinton Smith; the structure burned in the early 1930s. Clinton says he

recalls his father remarkingon the fire when Clintonwas ayoung person. Clintonwas born in

1931soon after the church was rebuilt at its present location.The buildingwas remodeled in the

early 1960s.

In addition to the Methodist associationwith the Harris family, many denominations have

used the buildingnot only for churchmeetings, but also for funerals and family reunions. It is a

meetingplace for DecorationDay each Saturday prior to Memorial Day. DecorationDay is when

families of the Valley and elsewhere meet to clean and decorate the graves of family and loved

ones in preparation for MemorialDay. The event was agrand occasion for "dinner on the ground"

following the hardwork of “cleaning up”.

MarionLloydrecorded in his family book that his brother Sandy,A. C. LloydJr., walked

the railroadbridges and climbed Carpenter Ridge to preachat Harris Chapel. Sandy was a

minister of the Church of Christ. The BridgeportNews in May 1892made the announcement: “A

protractedmeetingto beheld by the Baptistswill beginSaturday at Harris Chapel.”

The financial control and supervision for the Chapel andCemetery are providedby the

HarrisChapel andCemetery Association.

The following comments andmemories of “DecorationDay at HarrisChapel” were
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It is a sad final paragraphto write concerning Harris Chapel‐sad, because in April 2011,

a strong tornado totally destroyed the chapel building. The great oak tree that stood in the church

yard, andmost of the trees in the Harris Chapel Cemetery nearby were also destroyed.

Clinton Smithsuppliedthisphoto of a Sunday School Classposingoutside the backsteps into the Harris Chapel

buildingprior to its remodeling in the 1960s. Note the entrance at thefront of the building; asimilarporch and

The BridgeportNews in June 1894 carriedtwo news stories concerningHarris Chapel,

one comments on a new organfor “her school”. The other recognizes studentsfor

“perfect deportment”. (Author: What a great idea!)
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Here’s what DorothyMoore Wilson recordedconcerning the cemetery at Harris Chapel

donated by her ancestor in 1.

Some i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s r e g a r d i n g t h e c em e t e r y : T h e r e
i s a s e c t i o n f o r s o l d i e r s k i l l e d i n t h e C i v i l Wa r ,
a s shown b y t h e crosses i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p i c t u r e .
i n t h e b a c k o f t h e cemete ry i s a s e c t i o n known as
t h e b u r i a l p l a c e o f t h e g i a n t s , a n d indeed t h e g r a v e s
a r e v e r y l o n g . T I h a ve n o i d e a who t h e y a r e . a l s o
t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l I n d i a n g r a v e s w i t h monuments w h i c h
g a v e d i r e c t i o ns "home" i n t h e Cherokee language .

April 2011tornado.
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C H A P T E R FIFTEEN Y °

THE TVA COMES TOHOGJAWVALLEY

The CivilWar and railroadsbrought great changes to our valley and our lifestyle. The next

change to comewas the Tennessee Valley Authority, or “TVA” asit would becalled. We never

knew the specific changes it would bring,butweheard talk of “cheap” electric power, big dams,

flooding, and landpurchases”. The real changes were in our future, some would begood, some

bad.

While electric power was adistant dream for most of the families in HogJaw Valley, we

would see many other changes much sooner. The desire for jobs was one of the wishes in the early

1930sasthose were the days in the heart of the Great Depression. In addition to jobs, the aims of

the TVA would touch on several other areas.

Cheap power was primary, improvednavigationon the riverwas another, flood control yet

another. TVA understood, aswater is flooded into the low-lyingareas, mosquito populations

would rise,and control of those pests would become essential. Malaria, spreadby the Anopheles

mosquito,hadbeenaproblem in the Tennessee Valley for many years.

The BridgeportNews Graphic in August 1895 carried this story, it was datelined--‑

“Carpenter” (later renamedLong Island).The headline read, “The menwho worked on the river

this summer are nowhome chilling.”

Malaria, adisease knownas“chill and fever ” and knownsinceRomantimes, is thought

to have changed the course of historymore than any other disease. As said before, it was known in

the Tennessee Valley longbefore the TVA was formed.

The TVA plans included several dams along the entire lengthof the river. These dams

would create largepools of water, whichwould flood creeks, rivers,and low-lyingareas,
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tells the story of floodingwhich caused some displacement of families. The DVD is available

only in Great Britainbut is not in a format that will play in the United States. One will needa

PAL/NTSCDVDplayer. Some television channels still show the movie.

Timber removal was asimple and direct approachto malaria control and river navigation,

but flooding producedby dams and the resulting reservoirs,was amore severe problemand

requiredamultipleprongedapproach. County and State medical records show that malariawas

one of the South’s most prevalent,widespread, and aggravating diseases in this NorthAlabama

area. It was reported that “nearly every personwho livedon a farm near the river hada least one

attack of malaria every summer.”

Dorothy Moore Wilson in her book “OneMoore Family,” said that William Moore Jr.

probably died from malaria in August 1891; her family lived near the river in HogJaw Valley on

a farm. These are headlines from newspaper articles published in Alabama.

TVAOPENSFRE a

NAARFIGHT SME
GontratWorkNork. Is FPushedIn
“Dam Area With Advent Death . Rateae /hgoroxinatsh
Of Cooler Weather’: “16To100,000 Popula‑

‘tion,Bureau RevealsYay,GEORGE NAGEL
Birmingham News S ta f f Writer

DECATUR, Ala*+W i t hthe advent,
of ‘cooler weather, malaria control:
work through the great TVA devel-.
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opment rea l ly gets under w a y. |
‘White mosquito control is carried:

onduring those h o t Summer months,
when,the li t t le fellows buzz around)
y o u r room like Nazi warplanes, the,
Main attack doesn’t start until Fall,
a n d W i n t e r

MONTGOMERY, Ala, ‐ Malaria’
costs Alabamians an. estimated $2,-.
000,000 yearly inaddition to. the
suffering and inconvenience’- it
causes, according to Dr. J. N. Baker,
state healthofficer, =. .
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areas if possible, if not, they had to be cleared of brush and debris. In some isolated cases where

drainage was not possible, other techniques were tried. Spraying light oil along creeks and river

shoreline was tried. The oil killed larvae asit fed on the surface of the water. The Paris green dust

mixedwith soapstone, which TVA used, was also agarden insecticide usedby farmers. It was

later abandoned bybothasit hadanarsenic ingredient. In later years, TVA found that raisingand

loweringthe water level proved to beaneffective control for the mosquito larvae.

While my brother and I never saw the airplane asmentioned in the article below,we did

see the boatsmentioned in the article when the TVA employees were spraying the Tennessee

Riverandcreeks adjacent the HogJaw Valley. Wewere hoeingcom along the riverbank during

the summer months asthe sprayingwas being done.

TVA ‘DUSTING.
AND SPRAYING

Along Tennessee Work‑
edAgainst Mosquito

DECATUR,Ala, July 8 (P } ‐The
Tennessee Va l l e y Authori ty is
spraying and dusting more than a
thousand miles of shoreline in this
No r t h Alabama area, as pa r t of i ts
malaria control p r o g r a m . ’ Opera‑
tions a r e centered between Wheel‑
er d a m and the Guntersville dam.
About 600 mi les of the shoreline

are dusted by airplane, and 400
miles sprayed from boats. T h e
work covers sloughs, creeks and
“pockets” near t h e m a i n body of
water. .
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On board the barge, in addition to crew quarters, were drilling rigs to drill the bottom of

the riverbed. Shoals, layers of limestone rock,existing at various points along the Tennessee

River had to becleared, sothe channel could bedeepened for navigation. The TVA had been

chargedwith makingaboat channel nine feet deep from Paducah,Kentucky to Knoxville,

Tennessee for commercial barge traffic.

After drilling, the crew would explode adynamite charge to loosenthe rock in the bottom

of the river. Stunned fish would then float to the surface for a short distance on either side of the

explosion. Shortly thereafter, asmall boat would be launched from the barge, and the cook would

begin to collect the fish for their supper. Since we hadno boat,we could only stand andwatch.

Weusually hadbeans, cornbread and buttermilk for our supper.

After the explosion and the fish gathering, acrane equippedwith a “clam shell” bucket

would pick up the shattered rock and deposit it on another barge,which then transported it to the
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Seg EY tees
The drag-line crane shown here is the same type crane used in the rip-rappingproje

thisphotograph it is excavatinga largeditch.

te PERE F E E
ct in HogJaw Valley. In
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C H A P T E R SIXTEEN V Y

CCC CAMPS

as Souder

Officially, it was namedTVA 14,but to the people of Stevenson andHogJaw Valley it

was called the "CCC Camp". Its young male occupants were "CCC boys" to the citizens of the

Valley. Most people probably did not know that the young men were the recruits for the Civilian

ConservationCorporation.

Early in his first administration, anewPresident FranklinD. Roosevelt in 1932

successfully challengedCongress to enact a Conservationprogram for the nationwith aspecific

aimto aidyoung men ages 18to 25. During the early years of the Great Depression, the

unemployment figure for this age group was 46%.

Cash, of course, was in short supply for most families. The agreement with these young

menwas we would pay $30 amonth,adollar a day, you send $25 home,and livedon the

remainder. They were fed, clothed, transported to work, andhoused in abarracks. The five dollars

was to provide for incidentals.

TVA 14-CCCCamp was at Stevensonnear CrowCreek. It is now a city park. The new
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‘ C H A P T E R SEVENTEEN VY?

EARLYWORLDWAR II MEMORIES

The men from HogJaw Valley and the surrounding communities have served their country

in wars since they arrived in the valley. Wedonot have all their names because the recordof their

service hasmostly faded into the past.

Fromresearchandmemories, I can helpyou recall some of these names. Thope you will

preserve in some form the names you may add to my list.

My first exposure to amanwho had served in a war was a

friend and neighborwho livednearby. We called him “Uncle

Garl”, but his namewas Garl Hulvey and hehad served in World

War I in France. Some of his children were near myage. The

oldest was Shurrel, who later served in WW II.Others were

James, Grace,Almon (nicknamed, “Judge,”), Annie, Dexter,

Billy, and Betty Ruth. Mr.Hulvey returned from WWI with his

saddle, the old Calvary style called a “McClellan This isGarlHulvey inhis WWI uniformatage27

Saddle” and his WWI canister-style gas mask. (1920) ashereturnedfromFrance. (Photofrom

These two itemswere a bigattraction forme. His _/1#8 daughter, AnneHulvey Youngstrom.)

children and I playedwith themoften.

IrecallUncleGarl saying, “ I f I ever went back to France, it would beto fight them”. I

guess hehad formed his opinion of Frenchmenduring his time there.

My next insight into war was several years laterwhile listening to our battery-set radio on

the farm. The date was December 7, 1941,Sunday afternoon‐three weeks beforemy 15"

birthday. The announcer broke into the program and said the Japanese hadbombedPearlHarbor
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Albert Haggardwith whom I hadhoedcotton and corn. He also lived in Gibson’s Cove. He went

to Chattanooga to work andlater joined the Army. After Pearl Harbor,he transferred to the 82"

Airborne Divisionwhen it was being formed (ArmyParatrooper).His story of howhesurvived

four years of war is in his son’s book, “Stray Bullets HaveNo Eyes”which is anexcellent account

of WW II in Europeandhow a farmboy becomes ahero.

In school and throughout the community, young menwere answering the call to service.

During that period, some young women joined the ArmyNurseCorp. Of course, later,units for

youngwomenwere formed in the Army, Navy,and Air Force.

By 1942, rationingwas requiredand everyone hadto registerwith the Office of Price

Administration for his or her rationingbooks. These books contained “rationing stamps” which

were to beexchanged for “rationed items” at the time of purchase. “No Stamps”‐“No Sale” was a

sign in every retail store. Eachmember of the family had to beregistered andwas issueda

rationingbook. Some other items rationedwere meat, coffee and canned foods.

The Federal Price Administration local office controlled rationing,and the Selective

Service Boardcontrolled young menwho were going into service. The Boardhad the power to

“defer” farmers and others in critical jobs for the war effort.

A common sight in HogJaw Valley, and other communities, was abannerwith a“Blue

Star” displayed in the window of homeswith a son or daughter in service. A “Gold Star” banner

meant a family member hadbeen killed in the war.

The attentionof teenage boys during the war years was focused on anythingpertaining to

the war effort or military service. My brothers and I built model airplanes of balsawood and crepe

paper. Of course, the models were of military planes such asthe British Spitfire and our American

P-51,Mustangand the B-17 bomber.We also subscribed to “Air Tech” whichwas “Published in

88



68

Texoaassist]presseyually.SeAqONavysio[[ngAeng,,JosovjordoypUy*,,2101¢$.1O]Ae],,,

JO,.JOOIDpuUrIs],,Wo,,BUNST[UY,,SeSYOOsau}UTpolyHueptoreAdeAMerBoE]Woysoweu

Tenprarpyy*Aaq[eAatyoyenbagoy)01Aemayed“uodaspug,,“Yooqstay}UT“IfHoquiey]stuuaq,

soulerpuroo]peuoyAqpure,AayfeAatyoyenbagay}JosIsIpfos,,“YoogstyUTsuLAeTgAnae

Aqpaprocalaresoureuasay}JoAueyy“Aa][eAMeLBOYUrpopesJoye]OYMUatU‘saor0jUOTE

puroyelapayuoday}Y}OYPMJwA\IADOY}UIpadressiorpjosAayeAMerZOHsnorswMN,

“TEMOY}Joye,.0010,]IV,,94)powreualsemdioanyAwayoy‘oyfoegYNogoy)ursdumpquiog

.An-ueg]o,,djoy0}JUassem|“9A0semSuNYSYypJoYY“[OOYDsoreyeM[BOIWUDYOv0}JUOSSEM

|pue‘remoy}Jopudoy}JeouWreIZOIdJapeDUONeIAYsypayjaoueodiogaryAurysy,

“OAIaSOYITY[PARNOU}UIuTe}deo&Se6/6]UlpamjorpuesyrunoAsasor

yimAy0}panurjuosureg‘npsanovJoy‘os[eyoyIdAavN&ouedaqpueKaenoupoutol

(comquio}{UryURYweg)wegJoIoIg*Z7¢6]UJ“equIOdUTJOUJOMom“UIeBY“JOIYUODURdIOY

OU}UlpayeoarYIOgo1OMAAA“JOIe]oUedANP2ANOv‐-WeIBOIgSuTMBI]OAJOSOYAULTYUBJO

uedse‘euegely“wingnyJeaININsUyo1UYDo1AJogwUTEGLTY0}JUASsem|PURJoTIdAABNBoure99q,

Il'q“Sururenpoystuyoma10jaq19A0semTequiod‘Ay[NPxUNY?‘Ing‘T]TeyPHOA\Ulae]VoTATOS

JOJporo9jUNJOA|pue“(JaduNoKsIeak%|SoIQUIaH]Joyese]WeITTIA\“IQ)[IIA“TayI0IqAW

‘au

sty}Sutmpsejndodosyeasmsoutzeseur,.dind,,souewiospureusaysoqy“odaspigutaJ0}s3nup

SURTIATDOW3D0[1OJWay}1Yysnoq2A\“Jodedpozis-say2]s,Aepo}JoazIsay}spr)-om}jnoge

Ajjensn*,dynd,,sureuou}aouay“1odeddeayouopayunidaromAoyy“Xepo}JosauizeSeur,yoq]s,,

ey}or0joqJepndodasamsourzeseurding‘soulzeSeurpayinseptspur‘sjoridyequios|MMJO

sopeqOTOIAYOY}JOsarsoys“*_saoySUIATJ,,seYonsAepay}Josourzeseurdindoy}pearoy

+,pueUIWODSuruTeI]PeoTUYya|,pueso10,JnyAuLrYoY)JoysorDyUTOy



members of his family who served in wars from the SpanishAmericanWar throughWW II where

his father survived four years of combat. Fromthe author, the readers of this book are encouraged

to research for pastmembers of your family who may have served in some capacity in the

conflicts of our country. Recordall your research records in some permanent form sothat future

generations can appreciate the service of your family.

(Author’sNote: I have made noattempt to list all the

soldiers who servedin the various wars who livedin

HogJaw Valley. Somemay have enlistedherewho

livedelsewhere andvice versa. Albert Haggardis an

example. He lived in HogJaw Valley, but during WW

II, heenlisted in Chattanooga, TN.)
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Below is a certificate issuedto myfatherfor RegistrationService in 1941in HogJaw Valley at the

Long Islandschool. Al l adult males were requiredto register.

The President of
The Gnited States of America

AWARDS TH IS CERT IF ICATE TO

GORDON HEMBREZ i”

in recognition of services rendered to the Nation and to
your State on RegistrationDay, October 16, 1940

Awarded this 18th _ _ _day of March 1941
For the President, of

Mua e
Director of Selective Service. bs
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_ _ _CHAPTER EIGHTEEN ‘Y

SCHOOLS

Informationfor this chapter was gleaned from the minutesof the County Boardof

Education in Scottsboro and stories related to meby family and friends who attended school in

HogJaw Valley and Long Island. I have added the events and personalities frommy days there

from the 2" to 6" grade at Long Island in the 1930s.

Most families moved into HogJaw Valley and the surroundingcommunities in the early

1800s.The oldest deed I can locate for our family is dated 1842.Mrs.Wilson says the Moore

family arrived 1831.The Lawsonfamily arrived in IslandCreek Cove in 1850.While pioneers

were knownto value education, no recordof early formal education for the children of early

settlers exists in the valley.

There may have been incidents of personal tutoring among the wealthier families, but the

records, if any, are sparse. In earliest time, it was not uncommon for communities to build a

building,which would serve asachurch and school combined. That was the case with Harris

Chapel. In 1870,WilliamMoore Jr. donated the land for a churchand school with sufficient land

for a cemetery. It is not clear when the original buildingwas built, but James MarionHoward said

heattended school at age seven (born 1842) two miles from his home. Hewas born in HogJaw

Valley, he does not name Harris Chapel, but it was the only school in the Valley atthat time. He

said his teacher was John Montgomery. A news article from the BridgeportNews Graphic dated

1895 from a reporter in Carpenter says, “Miss LucyLloydof Bridgeport taught at school #3 in the

community.” County records donot identify school #3. Records designated the Long Island

School andHarris Chapel asDistrict 1andmadeno distinction to identify each school.

My father, GordonHembree,hisbrothers’,Robert (Bob)and Isaac Shilo, Jr. (Ike),usedto
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west of the school. No runningwater and only “out-houses” for the boys and girls existed.

Students were thrilled, thendismayed, when the county drilled the well on the schoolyard.

The first drink of water from the well was sostrong with sulfur odor, and the taste made everyone

gag.

In 1930,the school term was extended to sevenmonths. That year “cottonpicking”

vacation was to start July 15and reconvene the 1* Monday in September. The trustees approved

for “Carpenter”/ Long IslandSchool were W. L. James, W.W. Metcalfand J.H. Walraven. In

addition, aschool boardmotionwas approved saying, “No highschool pupils would beallowed

to ride school bus with less than two and one halfmiles to school.”

In 1929 the school bus stopped at Glover Branch in HogJaw Valley until the roadwas

improved. The Glover branchcrosses HogJaw Valley Road (Co. Road 91) near the south end of

Carpenter Ridge.

The recordof early teachers at HarrisChapel and Long Island is incomplete. Some people

recall teachers that are not in the official records.James MarionHowardsaid his teachers were

JohnMontgomeryandHughCameron (at Harris Chapel) around 1850.A news article in 1895

names LucyLloydasa teacher in Carpenter. County Judge RobertGentry who lived at Long

Island said A.S. Hil l walked the three miles from Bridgeport to teach at the Long IslandSchool.

He recalledthat other teachers who taught there were Annie MaeOsley, LoisHicks,EllaGlover,

Helen Summers, andMrs. Ada Bynumwho lived in the LongIslandCommunity.

Most of the teachers who taught at Long Islandboardedwith Mrs.BessieMaxwell who

operated her boarding quarters in the old James Housejust past the railroad in the Long Island

Community.

In the official records for October 10, 1914,District 1(probably Harris Chapel), Thalia
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Depot for the ride over the river to the Bridgeport Depot. Fromthere wewouldwalk to our

schools.

Since Long Islandwas not a regular stop for the passenger train from Chattanooga, the

Long IslandDepot agent would need to step onto the track andwith a redflag wave the train

engineer to astop. Long Islandwas knownasa“Flag Stop” in railroadparlance.

Once onboard, the conductorwould collect anickel for the fare. My mother,who was

then teaching at the Bridgeport Elementary School rode on the train with ushelpingthe students

collect the nickels. The conductor often teased usabout needingto ridehis train. By evening, the

ferry was usually in operation.

Rules have always beena large part of the school system. Fromour first day in school, we

were told, “We must follow the rules”. Beloware some of the early rules for teachers and the rules

for transporting students in awagon drawn byateam of horses. The wagon rules asrecorded in

the 1923 minutes of the Jackson County Board of Educationare asfollows:

1.Stopfor railroadcrossings.
2. Take care in passinganother vehicle.

3. The driver must be in control.

4. The students are to beassignedseats.

5.Leaveandarrivepromptly.
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Schoolgirls onapony-in the early days, peoplegot to school any way they could, they usually walked. EvelynColvin

says herfirstschool was at Bryant, andher teacher, Miss Ida Winters rode this pony. Her studentsposedfor apicture

onthepony. The girl in the middle astride the pony is Ollie Cooper Higdon. The others are unidentified. Thepicture

was made about 1935. PhotosuppliedbyGlendaBruff, daughter of EvelynColvinHaggard.
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Concerning the Hembree/Gentry store it may have occurredwhen Jefferson LeeGentry,

after serving in the Civil War andwhile serving assheriffof Jackson County,married Susan

Hembree of HogJaw Valley. He then purchased the home and landof Robert LylesHembree in

Long Island. “ In and Around Bridgeport” by RonaldLee& FlossieCarmichael report that he

engaged in farming andmercantile business.

In later years, I recall that Mrs. Ella Hulvey,HenryWalraven and ToddPeoples rana

grocery store in Long Island.There are no grocery stores in Long Islandor HogJaw Valley asof

this writing.

In 1923,the “Merchants and Tradesmen of Jackson County” listed the same stores and

reported the populationof Long Islandas20. This figure probably did not take into account the

numerous families who lived in HogJaw Valley and the rural areas on all sides of Long Island.

This report of population contrasts with the 1889 report, which lists the populationof 100

for Carpenter. Long Islandwas not listed. There never seemed to beadefinedboundary for.any

location.

PSs
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This gasolinepumpwas later installedinfront of RoulstonandRoulston’s Store. Onewouldmanuallypump the gas

into the glass canister above, thenpour into the automobile tank.
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and the various techniques to help prevent diseases.

Localnews papers reportedtime andplace, for not only the immunizations,but also the

county health educational events. In HogJaw Valley, the school buildingat Long Islandwas the

meetingplace.Most of the announcements for county healthevents and services came from Dr.

M. H. Lynch,County HealthOfficer, or Dr.G. ENewtonof the Jackson CountyMedical Society.

The author recalls gettinghis first smallpox vaccination at the Long IslandSchool in the

1930s. I was in the fourth or fifth grade in 1935or 1936. I also remember the embarrassment of

having to provide aspecimen for ahookwormexam. It meant beinggiven asmall tin container

and having to return it to the school the next day with a feces sample, agreat conversation topic

among my classmates.

The earliest recordof astatewide effort to open awar on disease was July 30, 1922,when

The BirminghamNews carried a story announcing plans by State Healthofficials “to concentrate

onschools for disease control”.

In 1923,The BirminghamAge Herald reported that Sand Mountainhadgiven 30

inoculations for typhoid fever and 72exams for hookworm. They reported, “The exams were free

to those makingapplication”.

They also reported, “In some areas it was noted that if a child was kept at homewhen the

county nursewas to attend, there would be anew rule”. The new rule announced by the County

Boardof Educationwas, “Every child must show a scar for smallpox (vaccination)or submit to

the doctor’s hands”.

Ina letter to the county health office dated, 1897, “Carpenter” (later named, “Long

Island”) was to bedesignated as“Beat #4andDr.Spiller (Dr.William K. Spiller, Bridgeport)was

to “act for this Beat”. In aprevious letter, they had said, “No doctor lives in this area”.
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with danger, asit was worldwide. It could result in the deathof themother,child or both. To

diminish this risk, one or more women in a community would serve asa “mid-wife” to assist

pregnant women in child birthing. In 1894,the State of Alabama issuedadirectory of midwives

practicing in various counties. In JacksonCounty, “Mrs. R. Ladd” is listed for Long Island.This

was probablyMrs. RuthaLaddwho died in1909 and is buried in Harris Chapel Cemetery in Hog

Jaw Valley.

In Long IslandandHogJaw Valley, Mrs. Ella Hulvey,wife of Garl Hulvey, fulfilled the

role of midwife for many years. After providing this service, oftenwithout pay,Mrs. Hulveywas

invited to the county health office in Scottsboro where shewas instructed onsanitation, care, and

identifyingproblems for pregnant women. The problem cases were to bereferred to amedical

doctor or ahospital.Mrs. Hulvey often saidwith pride, “I never lost acase”.

Since there are nowno schools in Long Islandor HogJaw Valley, and far fewer people,

the county healthoffice is not called on to provide the same rural services. It still provides

inspections and “inoffice” services that it once provided to the rural community.

Many battles have beenwon, and the enemy of humandisease may be in retreat, but there

are always new enemies on the horizon.
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